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Assumption Church 

of Eden Valley
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 - GOSPEL MEDITATION -

In Christianity, we hear often about the "Good 

News." We might often associate it with Jesus' 

compassion to the poor, his healings and miracles, 

and the salvation he won for us. In today's Gospel, 

we read of John the Baptist. "Exhorting them in many 

other ways, he preached good news to the people." 

Yet as we examine the rest of the reading, we see 

examples of John's preaching. If you have two 

cloaks, give one away. Don't cheat others out of their 

money, extort, or lie. And, of course, the warning 

that the Messiah is on the move and "his winnowing 

fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to 

gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire." Merry Christmas?

Not only do John's listeners enjoy his message, 

but they seem to think he might be the awaited 

Messiah! To understand today's Gospel, it's 

important to understand the Jewish people. For most 

of their history, God's chosen people had been under 

someone else's heel. They were slaves in Egypt. 

Their kingdoms were ravaged first by the Assyrians, 

then the Babylonians. Now they were under the yoke 

of the Roman Empire. Familiar with being strangers 

in a strange land, welcoming the stranger, caring for 

the vulnerable, and enacting justice was incredibly 

important to them as a people. While John's words 

may seem odd or strong to our modern ears, this 

call to justice was welcome, even if it was directed 

at the hearer.

The truth is, no one is exempt from John's call 

to repentance. We all have further to go in the 

Christian life. We can all grow in virtue and love our 

neighbors more generously. The Church gives us the 

Advent season to examine our own hearts. Did any 

of John's warnings resonate with you? That could be 

a great thing to bring to Jesus this week!

Twinned Parish News 

Into His Likeness 

This Christmas season, Father Aaron is giving away 

copies of Edward Sri’s “Into His Likeness”. This book 

provides an approachable exploration of how to live 

as a disciple and experience the transformation 

Jesus wants to work in our lives. You can pick up 

your copy at church!

Open House Christmas Party! 

All parishioners are invited to a 

Christmas Party at the Assumption 

Church rectory on December 18th, 4-7 PM. 

2nd Grade  - First Reconciliation

Congratulations to the second graders at 

Assumption and St. Anthony for receiving their First 

Reconciliation on Saturday, December 15th! May 

God's Peace and Mercy always be with you!

Advent Penance Service

During the season of Advent we prepare our hearts 

for the coming of the Lord. Please join us for our 

parish Advent Penance Services, on Sunday, 

December 16th. 4 PM at St. Anthony, 7 PM at 

Assumption. Please note: General Absolution 

Confession services or sometimes referred to as 

"Communal Penance" are only a legitimate form of 

confession by the Church in emergency situations.  

(Canon Law # 960) Mother Church and our bishops 

promote the personal encounter with God's mercy 

in reconciliation as the only normal allowable form.   

Christmas Flowers

Anyone who wants to contribute to Christmas 

Flowers in memory of a loved one can submit their 

donation with their name, the name of their loved 

one and the parish it’s for in the Sunday collection, 

drop it off at the offices or mail in it. All memorials 

need to be submitted by December 20th to be 

included on the bulletin insert. 

Mom's Morning

Next meeting for Mom's Morning will be on 

Saturday, January 5th, 6:30am-8:00am, at the St. 

Anthony Rectory. We will be continuing our series 

on Radical Communities! Please come comfortably 

and join us for breakfast, discussion, and prayer. 

Please RSVP to Christy at the Faith Formation Office.

1st Communion Parent Meeting

Second Grade parents, please mark your calendars 

for our 1st Communion Parent Meeting on Saturday, 

January 12, immediately following the 4:00 pm 

Mass (5:15-6:15) at Assumption in the basement. 

We are excited to plan for this next Sacrament! 

Christmas Pageants - December 20th & 21st

All Parish Community Members are invited to attend 

the Faith Formation Classes Christmas Pageants! 

St. Anthony will hold their pageant on Thursday, 

December 20th, at 7:00 pm. Assumption Church 

will hold their pageant on Friday, December 21st, 

at 5:00 pm. Come and enjoy this live event about 

the true meaning of Christmas. Join us afterward 

for delicious cookies and a hot chocolate bar! 
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Christian Mothers Thank You! Thank you to everyone for 

contributing and participating in the Christian Mother’s Bake Sale on 

December 1 & 2. The proceeds of $1064 will go to pro-life activities. 

Church Decorating for Christmas Decorating the church for 

Christmas will take place Sunday, December. 23 immediately following 

the 8:00 AM Mass. All help is welcome & appreciated! Refreshments will 

be served. 

2019 Calendars Calendars for the year 2019 are now available in 

church. Thank you to the Williams Dingmann Funeral Home for 

sponsoring the calendar once again this year. May the blessings of God 

be with all of you this upcoming year!

Adoration Announcement The Adoration chapel will be closed on 

Dec 24th and 25th, the chapel will open on Wednesday the 26th at 8:00 

AM. The Adoration chapel will also be closed on Dec. 31st & Jan. 1st and 

open on Wednesday Jan 2nd at 8:00 AM.
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Wednesday, December 19: 

5:45 pm Mass: † Walter Johnson

Friday, December 21:

7:00 am Mass: † Lawrence Huschle

Saturday, December 22:

4:00 pm Mass: † Clarence & Iverna    

                                  Schwieters

Sunday, December 23:

8:00 am Mass: † Jason & Larry Ruhland
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Lector: Shelby Kuechle 

Ushers: Robert Binsfeld, Tom Binsfeld,      

               Vern Becker, Jim Rademacher

Ministers of Communion: 

Karen Becker, Dean Lemke & Volunteer

Servers: Eric Bauer, Jordyn Bauer, 

            Tyler Brutger & Nathan Lang

Music: Lisa Thielen 

Rosary Leader: Perry Lemke
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Lectors: Sara Kneip & Deb Huschle

Ushers: Larry Ludwig, Taylor Ludwig, 

                Dan Theilen, Brian Nohner

Ministers of Communion:

Steve Schmitt, Denise Nohner 

& Donna Bischof

Homebound: Rose Becker

Servers: Nathan Brutger, Macey Brutger,    

             Allison Brutger & Isabella Rausch

Music: Becky Haag 

Rosary Leader: Anna Mae Gruenes
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Income

Loose Plate

Adult Env

Youth Env

Bazaar 

Votive

Total 

Monthly Auto Deposits: $1755

2018 Bazaar Collection: $18,316
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Lectors: Al Mueller

Ushers: Darrin Hondl, Bud Binsfeld, 

          Francis Bischof, Mark Ruhland 

Ministers of Communion: 

DJ Ruprecht, Sheila Laudenbach & Paige Thielen

Servers: Carter & Marissa Laudenbach,

                   Megan & Aiden Blonigen

Music: Guitar Group
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Lectors: Tom Mathies & Olivia Kuechle

Ushers: Don Trout, Larry Schmitz, 

             Ernie Heinen, Nick Theilen 

Ministers of Communion:

Jenni Evens, Sarah Kuechle & Lisa Ludwig

Homebound: Rita Haan & Marge Kuechle

Servers: Ava & Michael Schumacher, 

          Carmen Haag & Amy Zimmerman

Music: Becky Haag 

12/10/18

190.24

2846.00

9.75

475.00

       76.00

$4341.09
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2019 Calendars                                   Save the Date!!                       

Calendars for the year 2019 are 

now available in church. Thank you 

to Farmers State Bank and Faber 

Building & Supplies for sponsoring 

the calendar once again this year. 

May the blessings of God be with 

all of you this upcoming year!

Year End Giving 

Please remember the parish in 

your year-end giving plans! We would greatly appreciate in any gifts 

towards the general fund, the building fund or the air conditioning fund. 

These gifts can come in many different ways: gifts of cash, grain, securities 

and appreciated assets, from retirement plans, a charitable remainder trust 

or life insurance. Please consult your professional tax advisor for tax 

strategies for your personal situation. Thank you! 

Left Over Bouja For Sale! The COF has some left over Bouja from 

the November sale. Take advantage of the half off price tag and not 

having to cook during this busy season! Call Jeanette Walz if interested. 

Giving Tree  Jesus calls us to help those most in need among us. One 

way we can do that is to take a food shelf envelope from the giving tree 

in the back of church and return your donation in the collection or at the 

office. All donations will be given to our local food shelf to help the needy 

in our local area. 

CCW Dues The year is coming to a close. Just a reminder that if you 

have not paid your 2018 CCW Circle dues, they are $20 or $10 for 

seniors. Envelopes can be found in the back of church. 

Schedules Available  The new schedules for the Ushers, Eucharistic 

Ministers, Homebound ministers and Lectors are all available in the back 

of church. 

Congratulations to 

Bentley Donald Peterson & 

Blaire Rae Peterson, 

children of Austin Peterson and 

Jacqueline Solum, who were 

baptized last Sunday! 
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Tuesday, December 18: 

9:30 am Mass at Hilltop: †Richard Schmitt 

Thursday, December 20: 

8:30 am Mass: † Ed Neisen 

Sunday, December 23: 

10:00 am Mass: People of the Parish
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Lectors: Mary Ann Hesse & 

               Heidi Schoenecker

Ushers: Earl Dockendorf, Ralph Huberty,          

              Tammy Winter & Joe Rathmann

Ministers of Communion

Precious Body: Ethel Donnay 

Precious Blood: Kathy Erpelding & Theresa Faber  

Homebound: Ruth Geislinger, 764-6431

Servers: Reyse & Cambel Hesse, 

      Abby Holthaus & Lily Schlangen

Rosary Leader: Betty Donnay 

Children’s Liturgy: Donna Deutsch 

                                  (Erin & Jenna)
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Income

Adult Env

Loose Plate

Youth 

Wkly Auto 

Votive

Build. Auto 

Build. Fd

Total 

                                                                     

                         

Thank you for your donations!
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Mondays:  

Mission Sewing, 12:00-3:30

Mary’s Cenacle, 2:00   

Thursdays: Thrift Shop, 9-12

Saturdays: Thrift Shop, 9-12

�����
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Dec 16-29:  Jack Kinzer, 

Nick Kemper, Dave 

Kerkaert and Craig Kipf 

and families.  

*Please call Theresia at 

764-7251 to unlock. 

12/10/18

2996.50

223.81

6.00

310.00

12.00

35.00              

   2684.72    

$6268.03

New Parish Center      12/10/18

Total Project Goal       1,896,954.00

Expenses Paid       ($1,778,640.27)

Remaining Bills (est.)       12,000.00

Loan Balance               $38,885.08 

Unpaid Pledges              $52,510.90 

$162:                        19 out of 430

A/C Fund:                       $4715.50
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Lectors: Tammy Winter & Paula Schlangen 

Ushers: Maynard Walz, Ralph Vossen, 

                Joe Rathmann & Ralph Linn

Ministers of Communion:

Precious Body: Ruth Geislinger & 

                       Rich & Mary Ann Hesse

Precious Blood: Jack & Rachel Kinzer, 

                 Joe Kramer & Marilyn Kuechle 

Servers: Devin & Alison Waldorf, 

               Josie & Brennen Huberty
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Lectors: Pam Loch & Michelle Kramer

Ushers: Joe Rathmann, Maynard Walz, 

                Stan Welle & Leander Salzl

Ministers of Communion:

Precious Body: Joyce Libbesmeier

Precious Blood: Ralph & Theresia Linn

Servers: Ben & Charlie Teicher, 

       Ryan Wirz & Max Geislinger



Daily Readings

Monday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 

[cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17

Tuesday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 

7]/Mt 1:18-25

Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-

6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25

Thursday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 

7c and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38

Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 

11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45

Saturday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 

8abcd [cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

[4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45

Sacraments

Marriage- Couples should contact the parish at 

least 6 months prior to wedding date. 

Baptism- Parents/expecting parents should 

contact the parish office to sign up for a baptismal 

prep class and to schedule a meeting with Father. 

Anointing of the Sick - contact the parish office 

when anointing is needed. 

Bulletin Deadline

Bulletin announcements are due by noon on 

Tuesdays. *There were early bulletin deadlines due 

to the upcoming holidays. The deadline for the Dec 

16th bulletin was Monday, Dec 10 by noon. The Dec 

23rd bulletin was due Friday, Dec 14th by noon. 

The Dec. 30 bulletin is due December 21.

Friday Mass & Youth

Breakfast 

Students are welcome to join us for Mass each Friday 

at Assumption at 7:00 am with a Sacred Heart 

breakfast to follow.

THANK YOU! - NET Retreat Thank you so much 

to all of the volunteers that came out to help serve the 

meals and be present for the students at the NET 

retreat. Thank you to Helen for taking charge of the 

food and serving delicious meals to our 10th graders, 

NET team, and volunteers! Thank you to those who 

let us borrow their air mattresses or cots for the NET 

team. Thank you to the entire Parish Community for 

their prayers! Thank you to Father David Grundman 

for coming out to help with Reconciliation! Thank you 

to Father Aaron for putting on Mass, Reconciliation and 

being prayerful and present at the retreat! Thank you 

to all of our 10th grade students for attending and 

taking a day out of school to experience this wonderful 

retreat! Last, but not least, thank you to NET Team 

#1 for coming out and putting on this retreat!  It was 

a wonderful and spirit filled day! Pictures to follow.

Pizza Night, Grades 7-12, January 5

th

 

We will be hosting Pizza Night with 

Pictionary and Prayer on Saturday, 

January 5th. It will be in the basement of Assumption 

following the 4:00 pm Mass (5:15-7:00). Students 

in grades 7-12 are invited to come and enjoy time 

together playing games and taking time to pray! 

Assumption & St. Anthony 

Dec 18-20: Release Classes for grades 1-6 EV

Dec 18: Rectory Open House EV

Dec 19: No Release Classes for grades 7-10 EV

             Faith Formation Classes & Parish Adoration WAT   

Dec 20: Christmas Pageant, 7:00pm WAT

Dec 21: Christmas Pageant, 5:00pm EV   

Dec 24: Christmas Eve Mass, 4PM WAT, 7PM EV

Dec 25: Christmas Day Mass, 8AM WAT, 10AM EV 

Dec 25-27: No Release Classes, EV

Dec 26: No Faith Formation Classes, WAT        

*Assumption = EV   *St. Anthony = WAT

Youth Activities!

Traveling Chalice and Madonna

As we continue to think about the Coming of Jesus as 

He promised, this week we are given two very powerful 

faithful Saints - St. John the Baptist and Our Lady of 

Guadalupe....."A voice of one crying out in the 

desert..."Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight 

his paths. Every valley shall be filled and every 

mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads 

shall be made straight and the rough ways made 

smooth and all flesh shall see the salvation of God and 

how John the Baptist immediately said "Yes" to God 

by immediately working to spread "The Good News"  

Also as we ponder Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Mother 

of Jesus also spread the "Good News" telling the world 

of Jesus, her son who is our salvation by the conversion 

of thousands of people in Mexico with grace to have 

the "change of heart" needed to change the world.  

YES, needs to be our response to change the world 

one soul at a time. Please pray for holy sons and 

daughters for their yes to be the instruments in which 

God prepares for this work.  Thank you to Joe & Anna 

Mae Gruenes for hosting the Traveling Chalice and 

Madonna this week.

Remember in Your Prayers… 

Bishop Kinney, Jane Anderson, Tim Eder, Jackie Boulton 

Family, Theresa Welle, Jeff Pauls, the Ertl Family, Alexis 

Vossen, Laura Miller, Alizabeth Ludwig, Grace 

Hohenstein, Paula Schlangen, Charlie Schoen,  Jane 

Torborg,  June Berg. and Deb Landwehr.


